First Year English Exam

60% Exam: 30% on Comprehension Work


        30% on a piece of Creative or Functional Writing

40% Continuous Assessment: 30% on Reading and Writing Tasks completed since 




         September                                        



        10% on Talking and Listening Tasks completed since 



         September

It is important that before your exam that you have all of your class notes up-to-date and that all of your homeworks have been completed as requested. 
The Exam:

Some people say that you can’t revise for an English exam; nothing could be further from the truth. It is very important that you revise your class notes and also look at your Galaxy language book for tips on how to do comprehension work and creative writing.

Comprehension:

You will be given half an hour to do this section of the exam. Remember the following:

· Read the passage several times to make sure that you understand it before answering the questions. This should take about ten minutes;

· Look at the marks being awarded for each question and try to work out how detailed your answer should be. E.g. you should write in a lot of detail if the question is worth 10% and in less detail if a question is worth 2%;

· Make sure that you answer the question set and try to use the language in the question as the starting point for your answer;

· Always write in full, detailed and developed sentences. One word answers and fragments of sentences will not score high marks;

· Always read over your work to make sure that it makes sense.

Creative Writing:

Very often you will be given a question based on a theme present in the comprehension passage. Say, for example, the comprehension passage dealt with an encounter between Harry Potter and Voldemort, well, the creative writing might then ask you to write about a time when you felt brave.
Some tips for creative writing:

· Plan out your story first using a spider diagram;

· Make sure that you remember to write in paragraphs;

· Try to create a convincing sense of place by describing the location, the weather, the time of day, the season etc.;

· Try to establish some kind of conflict in your story to keep your reader interested;

· Work on establishing strong characters through: age; gender; movement; clothes; speech; mannerisms etc.

· Try to use language carefully and precisely. Use adjectives and adverbs where appropriate and try to appeal to the senses;

· If your story is detailed and well-structured it should be at least a file page in length.

· The chances are that if you enjoy what you’re writing then your reader will enjoy reading it.

Practise a few comprehension passages out of Galaxy and have a go at writing a few short stories. It is good revision for your test. 
Second Year English Exam

60% Exam: 30% on Comprehension Work


        30% on a piece of Creative or Functional Writing

40% Continuous Assessment: 30% on Reading and Writing Tasks completed since 




         September                                        



        10% on Talking and Listening Tasks completed since 



         September

It is important that before your exam that you have all of your class notes up-to-date and that all of your homeworks have been completed as requested. 

The Exam:

Some people say that you can’t revise for an English exam; nothing could be further from the truth. It is very important that you revise your class notes and also look at your New Odyssey language book for tips on how to do comprehension work and creative writing.

Comprehension:

You will be given half an hour to do this section of the exam. Remember the following:

· Read the passage several times to make sure that you understand it before answering the questions. This should take about ten minutes;

· Look at the marks being awarded for each question and try to work out how detailed your answer should be. E.g. you should write in a lot of detail if the question is worth 10% and in less detail if a question is worth 2%;

· Make sure that you answer the question set and try to use the language in the question as the starting point for your answer;

· Always write in full, detailed and developed sentences. One word answers and fragments of sentences will not score high marks;

· Always read over your work to make sure that it makes sense.

Creative Writing:

Very often you will be given a question based on a theme present in the comprehension passage. Say, for example, the comprehension passage dealt with an encounter between Harry Potter and Voldemort, well, the creative writing might then ask you to write about a time when you felt brave.

Some tips for creative writing:

· Plan out your story first using a spider diagram;

· Make sure that you remember to write in paragraphs;

· Try to create a convincing sense of place by describing the location, the weather, the time of day, the season etc.;

· Try to establish some kind of conflict in your story to keep your reader interested;

· Work on establishing strong characters through: age; gender; movement; clothes; speech; mannerisms etc.

· Try to use language carefully and precisely. Use adjectives and adverbs where appropriate and try to appeal to the senses;

· If your story is detailed and well-structured it should be at least a file page in length.

· The chances are that if you enjoy what you’re writing then your reader will enjoy reading it.

Practise a few comprehension passages out of New Odyssey and have a go at writing a few short stories. It is good revision for your test. 

Third Year English Exam

60% Exam: 30% on Comprehension Work


        30% on a piece of Creative or Functional Writing

40% Continuous Assessment: 30% on Reading and Writing Tasks completed since 




         September                                        



        10% on Talking and Listening Tasks completed since 



         September

It is important that before your exam that you have all of your class notes up-to-date and that all of your homeworks have been completed as requested. 

The Exam:

Some people say that you can’t revise for an English exam; nothing could be further from the truth. It is very important that you revise your class notes and also look at your Argosy language book for tips on how to do comprehension work and creative writing.

Comprehension:

You will be given half an hour to do this section of the exam. Remember the following:

· Read the passage several times to make sure that you understand it before answering the questions. This should take about ten minutes;

· Look at the marks being awarded for each question and try to work out how detailed your answer should be. E.g. you should write in a lot of detail if the question is worth 10% and in less detail if a question is worth 2%;

· Make sure that you answer the question set and try to use the language in the question as the starting point for your answer;

· Always write in full, detailed and developed sentences. One word answers and fragments of sentences will not score high marks;

· Always read over your work to make sure that it makes sense.

Creative Writing:

Very often you will be given a question based on a theme present in the comprehension passage. Say, for example, the comprehension passage dealt with an encounter between Harry Potter and Voldemort, well, the creative writing might then ask you to write about a time when you felt brave.

Some tips for creative writing:

· Plan out your story first using a spider diagram;

· Make sure that you remember to write in paragraphs;

· Try to create a convincing sense of place by describing the location, the weather, the time of day, the season etc.;

· Try to establish some kind of conflict in your story to keep your reader interested;

· Work on establishing strong characters through: age; gender; movement; clothes; speech; mannerisms etc.

· Try to use language carefully and precisely. Use adjectives and adverbs where appropriate and try to appeal to the senses;

· If your story is detailed and well-structured it should be at least a file page in length.

· The chances are that if you enjoy what you’re writing then your reader will enjoy reading it.

Practise a few comprehension passages out of Argosy and have a go at writing a few short stories. It is good revision for your test. 

